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“It’s wondortul” says Arthiss Kliower of tha libmary she operatas in her howse, “Love and happiness, and action going all the time"

She’s Booked

With thousands of books and room to spare,
Arthiss Kliever runs a kids' library in her Dallas home

Kliever is no shush-er, Al Launa's

Little Library, a sun-filled read-
ing room she has created on the sec-
and floor of her Dallas home, ram-
bBunctious toddlers and grade school
kids pore ower children's favorites like
Mudeline and Richard Scarry books—
all while being as noisy as they please.
“Mrs. K. never gets upset with us,” says
Jack Huntrees, 8, who seldom leaves
without an armful of dinosaur books.
“When T grow up, 1 want to have a
room in my hoose just like heps”

Shi.' miay be a librarian, but Arthiss
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That's what Kliever, 61, is hoping for,
For years she wondered what to do
with a massive collection of childrens’
books once owned by her daughter
Launa, 38, a former schoolteacher, that
were gathering dust in her garage, "1
thought briefly of donating them to
charity,” says the retiree, who once
taught music at s private girls' schoaol.
“Hut T didn’t want to let them go,”

Instead she and husband Lon, a pro-
fessorat Southern Methodist Unbversity,
converted Launa’s bedroom into a lend-

ing library for area kids, who didn't have

-

a public library within walking dis-
tance. Since the Klievers threw open
their doors in January 20401, maore than
20003 lscal children have taken out free
memberships—and parents are de-
lighted. My kids just run right up the
gtairs when we get there,” savs Mary
Huntress, mother of regulars Jack,
Anna, 5, and Byan, 3. “Mrs. K's heart
and soul haz gone into this”

Open three days s week, and oper-
ating without volunteers or public
funds, the project has cost Kliever
“thousands of dollars.” She hoz added
to the ariginal cache of books by cal-
lecting 5,000 volumes ot garage sabes or
through donations, She brlefly closad
her doors this summer, after Lon died
at 72 of prostate cancer. But Klisver |
couldn't stay away from a card catalog
long. “This is my service to society,”
she says, "1 have a whaole house of sur-
rogate grandchildren.” &
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